
Figurative Language

English I Honors



Daily Agenda - 10/30/19

● Bell Ringer: Log into your Chromebooks and go to 

joinpd.com

● Class Today: Figurative Language Notes

● Homework: None



Alliteration - repetition of initial consonant 
sounds

“Bad Blood” - Taylor Swift

'Cause baby now we got bad blood

You know it used to be mad love

So take a look at what you've done

'Cause baby now we got bad blood



Come up with your 
own example of 
alliteration.

http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoiZnJlZVJlc3BvbnNlLXRleHQiLCJkcmFnZ2FibGVzIjpbeyJpZCI6ImRyYWdnYWJsZTAiLCJ0eXBlIjoiaWNvbiIsImljb24iOnsiaWQiOiJkZWZhdWx0LWNpcmNsZSJ9LCJjb2xvciI6IiNENTFEMjgifV0sImRyYWdnYWJsZVNpemUiOjEyLjU1LCJlbWJlZGRhYmxlVXJsIjoiaHR0cHM6Ly8iLCJhbnN3ZXJzIjpbXX0=pearId=magic-pear-shape-identifier
http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?pearId=magic-pear-metadata-identifier


Allusion - a reference to a well-known person, 
place, event, literary work, or a work of art. 



Video

https://www.flocabulary.com/unit/allu
sions/

https://www.flocabulary.com/unit/allusions/
https://www.flocabulary.com/unit/allusions/


Metaphor

Figure of speech in which one thing is spoken of as though it 
were something else as a direct comparison.

Examples:

Here eyes were an ocean.

The falling snowflakes are dancers.



Rhyme- repetition of the 
same sound



End Rhyme- occurs when the rhyming 
words come at the ends of lines



Internal Rhyme - when 
rhyming words appear in the 
same line of poetry

“We three shall flee across the sea to Italy.”
Or

“Hold infinity in the palm of your hand
And eternity in an hour.”



Slant Rhyme/Approximate Rhyme/Half Rhyme

Involves the repetition of words that sound alike but not rhyme 
exactly, like…

● grove & love
● far & heart
● then & man
● on & moon



“Sunflower”- Post Malone

Then you're left in the dust
Unless I stuck by ya
You're a sunflower

I think your love would be too much
Or you'll be left in the dust

Unless I stuck by ya
You're the sunflower

Slant Rhyme Example



What are the slant rhymes in this song?
“Sunflower”- Post Malone

Then you're left in the dust
Unless I stuck by ya
You're a sunflower

I think your love would be too 
much

Or you'll be left in the dust
Unless I stuck by ya
You're the sunflower

http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoiZnJlZVJlc3BvbnNlLXRleHQiLCJkcmFnZ2FibGVzIjpbeyJpZCI6ImRyYWdnYWJsZTAiLCJ0eXBlIjoiaWNvbiIsImljb24iOnsiaWQiOiJkZWZhdWx0LWNpcmNsZSJ9LCJjb2xvciI6IiNENTFEMjgifV0sImRyYWdnYWJsZVNpemUiOjEyLjU1LCJlbWJlZGRhYmxlVXJsIjoiaHR0cHM6Ly8iLCJhbnN3ZXJzIjpbXX0=pearId=magic-pear-shape-identifier
http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?magic-pear-metadata-identifier


● Speaker: imaginary voice that is 

assumed to be the writer of the poem

● Tone: the writer’s attitude toward his 

or her subject



Rhythm

● Organization, or recognizable rhythm in a line of 
poetry consisting of a pattern of stressed and 
unstressed syllables



Repetition - the use, more  than once, of any 
element of language - sound, word, phrase, 
clause, or sentence

“I Have Dream” - Martin Luther King Jr.

“I have a dream that one day down in Alabama, with its vicious racists, with its 
governor having his lips dripping with the words of interposition and nullification – one 
day right there in Alabama little black boys and black girls will be able to join hands 
with little white boys and white girls as sisters and brothers.

I have a dream today.

I have a dream that one day every valley shall be exalted and every hill and mountain 
shall be made low, the rough places will be made plain, and the crooked places will be 
made straight, and the glory of the Lord shall be revealed and all flesh shall see it 
together.”



Imagery - word or phrase that appeals to 
one or more of the 5 sense

●  She felt the smooth satin fabric. 
● He smelled the aroma of coffee as he woke up.
● It was dark and dim in the forest. 



Sonnet

14 line poem, usually in rhymed iambic pentameter

2 main types: 

● Shakespearean: 3 quatrains and a couplet
○ rhyme scheme is abab cdcd efef gg

● Petrarchan: octave and a sestet
○ rhyme scheme is abbaabbacdecde



● Stanza: grouping of lines within a poem

● Couplet: 2 line stanza

● Tercet: 3 line stanza

● Quatrain: 4 line stanza

● Cinquain: 5 line stanza

● Sestet: 6 line stanza

● Heptastich: 7 line stanza

● Octave: 8 line stanza



Assonance - repetition of vowel sounds (weak and 
weary)

“Diamonds” - Rihanna

Shine bright like a diamond

Find light in the beautiful sea, I choose to be happy

You and I, you and I, we're like diamonds in the sky

You're a shooting star I see, a vision of ecstasy

When you hold me, I'm alive

We're like diamonds in the sky



Onomatopoeia - the use of words that imitate 
sounds



● Type of figurative language in which a nonhuman subject is 
given human characteristics

● Examples
○ The stars danced playfully in the moonlit sky.
○ Opportunity was knocking at her door.
○ At precisely 6:30 my alarm clock sprang to life.
○ The tornado ran through town without a care.

Personification



Simile - figure of speech in which like or as 
is used to make a comparison between 
two unlike things

❖ This contract is as solid as the ground we stand on.
❖ My love for you is as deep as the ocean.
❖ My heart is like an open highway. - "It's My Life," Bon Jovi
❖ State Farm: Like A Good Neighbor



Symbolism - anything that stands for or 
represents something else 

Examples

● Spring is often a symbol for birth or liveliness
● Winter is often a symbol for death 



With a partner, talk about the symbolism in 
As You Like It by Shakespeare. 

All the world’s a stage,
And all the men and women merely 
players;
they have their exits and their 
entrances;
And one man in his time plays many 
parts

http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoiZnJlZVJlc3BvbnNlLXRleHQiLCJkcmFnZ2FibGVzIjpbeyJpZCI6ImRyYWdnYWJsZTAiLCJ0eXBlIjoiaWNvbiIsImljb24iOnsiaWQiOiJkZWZhdWx0LWNpcmNsZSJ9LCJjb2xvciI6IiNENTFEMjgifV0sImRyYWdnYWJsZVNpemUiOjEyLjU1LCJlbWJlZGRhYmxlVXJsIjoiaHR0cHM6Ly8iLCJhbnN3ZXJzIjpbXX0=pearId=magic-pear-shape-identifier
http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?pearId=magic-pear-metadata-identifier


Lyric Poetry

Highly musical verse that expresses the 

observations and feelings of a single speaker



Concrete Poem - one with a shape that 
suggests its subject



Hyperbole - Figure of speech consisting of an 
extreme exaggeration - not meant to be taken literally



Oxmoron - figure of speech in which 
contradictory terms are combined, usually for 
emphasis


